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IT'S DEBATABLE 1ntervention or Restraint? A Washington debate on pressing issues for policymakers.

Are Autocratic Allies Damaging U.S. and
EU Credibility?

From Equatorial Guinea’s leverage over Washington to Qatar’s scandal in
Brussels, small resource-rich states are flexing their diplomatic muscle.

By Emma Ashford, a columnist at Foreign Policy and a senior fellow with the Reimagining U.S. Grand Strategy program at the
Stimson Center, and Matthew Kroenig, a columnist at Foreign Policy and vice president and senior director of the Atlantic Council’s
Scowcroft Center for Strategy and Security.

DECEMBER 16, 2022, 4:00 AM

Emma Ashford: Hey, Matt, how is your December going? I already got everything I wanted

for Christmas: France knocked England out of the World Cup at the quarterfinal stage.

Emma Ashford is a columnist at Foreign Policy and a senior fellow with the Reimagining U.S. Grand Strategy
program at the Stimson Center, an adjunct assistant professor at Georgetown University, and the author of Oil,
the State, and War. Twitter: @EmmaMAshford

Matthew Kroenig is a columnist at Foreign Policy and vice president and senior director of the Atlantic Council’s
Scowcroft Center for Strategy and Security and a professor in the Department of Government and the Edmund
A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. His latest book is The Return of Great Power
Rivalry: Democracy Versus Autocracy From the Ancient World to the U.S. and China. Twitter: @matthewkroenig
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