“Europe is a Landscape,

the Pacific a Seascape

-Robert Kaplan
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One expression of power is the ability to deny
access or disrupt operations, and many countries
seek to strengthen their anti-access/area-denial
(A2/AD) capabilities as a means of asserting
regional control and influence.
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The Spr erged
reefs are
SgMis of ne go whose
total land area

Fiery Cross Reef (which was submerged at high tide when first
occupied in 1988) now has a land mass of 1.1 SqMls, a 10,000
foot runway and a 155 acre harbor. It is now many times larger
than Itu Aba, the largest natural island in the Spratlys.

China had created 1.5 SgMls and 5.6 SgMls at Subi Reef and
Mischief Reef, respectively, and these numbers are still growing






e Ther artime

Too small a or attacks,
these assets can e e liabilities in times
of war. Being completely artificial, they are not
entitled to a 200-nautical-mile exclusive
economic zone. Why is China investing a huge
amount of resources to create these islands?
What will China do with them



* The overall objective is to gain control of the
South China Sea, but not through large battles.
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of other nations.

* The underlying logic of this strategy is to shift the
propensity of things in favor of Chinese
dominance by maneuvering the strategic
configurations of the region.



th es

e Firsti much

as PosSi
only to exploi e situation

* The second imperative is to control the most
strategic positions in the area;

* The third imperative is to develop these positions
into strong points of control, robust hubs of
logistics and effective bases of power projection
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coop d trap

* For countrie maritime
disputes with Beijing in the South China Sea,
China will incentives acquiescence

Bottom Line: Anti-Access /Area Denial (A2/AD)
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* To deal wit
Department of De has turned to Air-

Sea Battle (ASB), putting concepts into practice.
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* Clo S is
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e |tseekst
integrating di ements—in
this case, across domains (air, sea, undersea,
space, cyber, land).
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* Integrated AMD)

systems must focu priority threats,
fusing systems from services & allies.

* PACAF is working to shore up its IAMD capability.
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* Dominating
critical to winning the scouting battle and
eventually prevailing in the conflict.
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* For example, fuels can be delivered to an air base
via ship-to-shore pipeline.
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 The addition o siliency through
information automation and the leveraging of

new technologies will make logistics a force

multiplier and help overcome an adversary’s
attempts to disrupt operations.



* Befo lated
reform ryone
gave up S ving ahead.
The prevailing ill stay out of
your way, you stay out of mine.”

* During the intervening years, innovations such as
AirLand Battle moved “joint” into the realm of
cooperation or partnering. The new mantra
became “We have to play together, so let’s play
together nicely.”
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e Collaboration entails mutual trust, mutual
investment, shared responsibility, collective
accountability, and communal benefit. A synonym
for collaboration is “pre-integration.”



Example: Exercise Valiant Shield (VS) {which
actually presaged the ASB concept}. In June 2006
the first VS involved 22,000 personnel, 280
aircraft, and 30 ships, including the USS Kitty
Hawk, USS Abraham Lincoln, and USS Ronald
Reagan carriers IVO of Guam.
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Geo
Strike

E/A-18 Growle
F/A-18s (Navy and M
MV-22 Ospreys
P-3/P-8

KC-135s, KC-10s, and Civ Tanker
Army THAAD & PATRIOT

Space Aggressors
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Improve
environme

Improve and ac
Interoperability

Conduct warfare area assessme

Support Theater Strategic
Communications

Conduct way ahead for
VS 16 (and NE 15)

Support A2AD, Fires, & Cyber
experiments
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Island Seizure
Island Defense
ASW

Dual Strike Group IAMD
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— LGBs from Bom
IAMD

— Surface ships, Patriot, THAAD, T "
USMC Radar

Robust opposition forces

Ops in a comms degraded
environment
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Andersen Infrastructure

— VS14 over-stressed Andersen
AFB support capacity (space,

computers, phones, dining, and
lodging)
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(There is alwa aint heard: “We
had this problem last time! The lessons are just
getting re-learned.”)

— News Flash: Different Training Audience each
timel
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F-16C Falcons from the 18th Aggressor
Squadron, Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska



Marine Recon drops in behind lines to
scout Airfield prior to Army/Air Force
assault and seizure



Soldiers assigned to 6th Brigade Engineer
Battalion, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry Division,
loaded into a C-17 in order to jump into
Allen Army Airfield, Fort Greely, Alaska



U.S. Air Force C-17 lands on a assault
landing strip at Joint Pacific Alaska Range
Complex



Soldiers with the 6th Brigade Engineer
Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team
(Airborne), 25th Infantry Division, search
for on a captured opposing forces
member may possess at Allen Army
Airfield



A U.S. Marine Corps EA-6B Prowler
aircraft, attaches to the drogue basket of a
U.S. Air Force KC-135R Tanker aircraft over

the Gulf of Alaska



A U.S. Air Force F-15E Strike Eagle aircraft
assigned to the 4th Fighter Wing,
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North
Carolina, taxis the flight line



Anchorage, Alaska, 4, 2015. The
Shoup was one of three U.S. Navy
destroyers participating in Exercise
Northern Edge in the Gulf of Alaska.



A U.S. Navy F/A-18F Super Hornets
returning from a strike sortie
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* The ts of

B-1, B- S.

combat cap g risk to

forces in theater. raft accomplish
regular training and exercise participation,
advance and strengthen alliances and long-
standing military-to-military partnerships, and
ensure continued access to the globa
commons for all.







“Air po
perspecti
influence glo ss advanced
air power can an uthority in any
region, regardless of whether they have a
geographic presence.”

--John Andreas Olsen, Global Air Power




“Air po flicts
that hav World
War Il. From
conflict, to the s India and
Pakistan, air forces have helped tip the strategic
balance in war and frame the terms of peace,”

Robert Farley, assistant professor Patterson
School of Diplomacy and International
Commerce: The National Interest Jan 2015
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challenge ,
Bombers provi ability, enabling
readiness and illustrating U.S. commitment to

deterrence while offering assurances to allies and

partners and complementing their military
capabilities.



* Th acific
Com '
rotation
capability in
March 2004 — an im nt precursor to the U.S.
military rebalance to the region.
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allied
Royal Au
Defense For
New Zealand Air
Philippine Air Force and more.

. and
g the
Self
Force,Royal
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* From the Malacca Strait to the Bering Sea, and
from the North Pole to the South Pole, U.S.
Bombers provide unmatched combat capability
to the U.S. PACOM commander.
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of potential adv

In missions ranging from single sorties to

large force exercises, CBP bombers accomplish
detailed integration with the U.S. and allied naval
forces to create new tactics for air operations in
maritime surface warfare.



assets in the reg
result in a “tactics
development
laboratory” for allied
and coalition forces.

An AGM-86C Conventional Air-Launched
Cruise Missile released from a B-52H









